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7 A) Societies around state work to preserve, 


promote musical traditions. — Style, 1E 
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Strange things 
happened to 
the time 


Daylight saving ended at 2 a.m. 
today. Clocks should have been 
set back one hour. 
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In the news 


E Roger Guay said his son, 
Jacob Thompson, 9, loves 
receiving Christmas cards, 
so the family has requested 
that people send cards to 
Jacob at the Maine Medical 
Center in Portland, where 
doctors have said he may 
succumb to his stage 4 neu- 
roblastoma before Dec. 25. 


i Isam Fathee Mohamed 
Rahmah, 51, is wanted on 
multiple charges because, 
Durham, N.C., police said, 
he is accused of using his 
ice cream truck to lure and 
assault children. 


E Daniel Basham, 40, 
whom Arlington, Texas, 
police accused of driving 
while intoxicated, was ar- 
rested after plowing his 
vehicle into Lake Arlington 
and jumping out and trying 
to swim to the Fort Worth 
side of the lake, before giv- 
ing up and swimming back 
to officers. 

E Nathan Smith, a bee- 
keeper, said a truck carrying 
about 1 million bees, valued 
at $1 million or more, from 
Montana to California’s 
Central Valley to pollinate 
almond trees crashed in 
Northern California, forc- 
ing authorities to kill the 
bees after beekeepers de- 
termined the hives weren’t 
salvageable. 


E Doaa Salah, a female 
Egyptian TV presenter, 
was convicted by an Egyp- 
tian court and sentenced 
to three years in prison for 
inciting immorality after 
offering on-air advice to 
women on how to be single 
mothers. 


E Zul Sunesra, a San Anto- 
nio cellphone store owner, 
and city police said a group 
of burglars made off with 
$50,000 in merchandise af- 
ter cutting a hole in the roof 
of the store and rappelling 
inside. 

E Bu Young Kim and her 
husband, Chan Hui Cho, 
were sentenced to a few 
months in prison apiece 
after pleading guilty to im- 
porting wrinkle-reducing 
drugs similar to Botox from 
South Korea and illegally 
administering the treatment 
to women in Honolulu. 
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WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy. 
High 82, winds south at 5 to 
15 mph. di 
Tonight Mostly 
cloudy, slight | 
chance of l 
showers. | 
Low 65. 
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Medical 
pot poses 
job safety 
concerns 


Guides on drug 
testing in works 


CHELSEA BOOZER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Cities and counties are 
seeking guidance on how 
to amend their drug testing 
policies to keep in compli- 
ance with the new Arkansas 
Medical Marijuana Amend- 
ment. 

Holding a medical mari- 
juana card might be a disad- 
vantage to some job seekers 
who could be turned down 
for a number of “safety 
sensitive” jobs if they fail 
a drug test, even if they re- 
port their status beforehand 
during an interview. Such 
action by employers would 
not be a violation under 
the marijuana amendment, 
according to several attor- 
neys. 

Current city or county 
employees in “safety sensi- 
tive” positions — defined as 
those “in which a momen- 
tary lapse of attention may 
result in grave and imme- 
diate danger to the public” 
— could have to take leave 
or switch positions while 
taking marijuana as medi- 
cation. 

The Arkansas Municipal 
League and the Association 
of Arkansas Counties are 
preparing model policies 
that cities and counties can 
adopt or use as reference 
guides. Both policies are 
drafts at the moment. 

“As you might imagine, 
this is a work in progress as 
we await additional infor- 
mation from the state and 
of course as our experienc- 
es may dictate,” said Mark 
Hayes, director of legal ser- 
vices at the Arkansas Mu- 
nicipal League. 

The Municipal League’s 
recommended policy states 
that anyone authorized to 
use medical marijuana can- 
not be disciplined “solely 
because of a positive test 


See MARIJUANA, Page 10A 


Iran adds missile to annual anti-U.S. 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


TEHRAN, Iran — Iran 
on Saturday held the heavi- 
ly choreographed pageant of 
anti-Americanism that marks 
the anniversary of the 1979 
takeover of the U.S. Embassy 
in Tehran as relations with 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration worsen and 


Trump makes stop in Japan 


on the outskirts of Tokyo at the start of his trip across Asia. 
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LIE KAIJO 


Arkansas defender De’Jon Harris helps chase down Coastal 
Carolina’s Ky’Jon Tyler during Saturday’s game at Reynolds Ra- 
zorback Stadium in Fayetteville. Complete coverage in Sports, 1C 


the fate of its nuclear agree- 
ment with world powers is 
unresolved. 

Thousands gathered on 
the campus of the former 
embassy, called a “den of 
espionage,” where a ballistic 
missile was displayed. News 
agencies described it as a Se- 
jil surface-to-surface missile 
with a range of 1,200 miles. 
It was the first time Iran dis- 


CRUMBLING HISTORY 
Copying Yell pillar 
eroup’s only hope 


$13,000 raised so far for replica 


BILL BOWDEN 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FAYETTEVILLE — The 
tombstone of Arkansas’ first 
congressman is crumbling 
into pieces. 

The marble on Archibald 
Yell’s 10-foot-tall obelisk is 
“sugaring,” said Marilyn 
Heifner, president of the 
Fayetteville Evergreen Cem- 
etery Association. 

She means it’s turning in- 


to a fine, white powder. 

“There’s not any way to 
fix this,” Heifner said. “We 
have more pieces in the shed 
down yonder by the caretak- 
er’s house.” 

For about a year, the cem- 
etery association has quiet- 
ly tried to raise money to 
replace Yell’s 160-year-old 
monument. 

Members have raised 

See OBELISK, Page 10A 


Yell died in 1847 in the Battle of Buena Vista in the 
Mexican-American War. On his horse, with sword 
in hand, Col. Yell led a “heroic” charge toward 
1,000 Mexicans, killing several before being 
lanced to death, according to the Encyclopedia of 
Arkansas History and Culture 


played a missile during the 
annual gathering. 

Later in the day, the 
semi-official Tasnim news 
agency, which has ties to the 
elite Revolutionary Guard, 
said the missile was a Qadr-F 
that has the same range as a 
Sejil. 

Iran has paraded its missile 
capability in recent months in 
a show of defiance to Trump, 


AP/ANDREW HARNIK 
President Donald Trump salutes the troops as he and his wife, Melania, arrive today at Yokota Air Base 


At air base, 


he talks up 
long alliance 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
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JOINT BASE PEARL 
HARBOR-HICKAM, Ha- 
waii — President Donald 
Trump paid a solemn visit 
to the memorial at Pearl 
Harbor, a sacred journey 
for a commander in chief 
about to depart on an Asia 
trip that will be shadowed 
by fears of another interna- 
tional conflict. 

Early today, Trump 
touched down in Ja- 
pan, kicking off a 12-day, 
five-country trip during 
which he’ll exhort allies and 
rivals to step up efforts to 
counter the dangers posed 
by North Korea’s nuclear 
threat. 

Trump landed at Yokota 
Air Base on the outskirts of 
Tokyo, where he was greet- 
ed by cheers from service 
members. Trump then 
donned a bomber jacket for 
a speech in which he tout- 
ed American firepower and 
the USS. alliance with Japan. 

“Japan is a treasured 

See ASIA, Page 8A 


Hog farm plan 
stirs new outcry 


Bottomland site’s neighbors 
leery of C&H owners’ proposal 


EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

JOHNSON COUNTY — 
The owners of C&H Hog 
Farms and the international 
corporation that supplies the 
operation’s swine are plan- 
ning to apply for a permit to 
operate another farm, this 
one in a flood-prone area just 
south of Hartman. 

The proposal has an- 
gered nearby farmers and 
some residents of Hartman 


and other parts of Johnson 
County who are concerned 
about possible flooding and 
odor from such a farm. 

JBS, the Brazilian compa- 
ny that is proposing the hog 
farm, said the location is ad- 
vantageous for the company 
because of its proximity to 
related facilities and that it 
should be safe from flooding. 

JBS spokesman Camer- 
on Bruett told the Arkansas 

See FARM, Page 10A 


whose administration has 
said Tehran’s development of 
ballistic missiles violates the 
spirit of the nuclear agree- 
ment signed in 2015. 

Last month, Trump de- 
clined to certify Iran’s com- 
pliance with the agreement 
— under which Iran curbed 
uranium enrichment in ex- 
change for relief from inter- 
national sanctions. Trump’s 


pageant 


decision did not undo the 
agreement, which European 
countries and Iran continue 
to support, but allows Con- 
gress to decide whether to 
reimpose certain sanctions 
against the Islamic Republic. 
In 1979, hundreds of Irani- 
an militant students took 52 
Americans hostage at the em- 
bassy for 444 days to protest 
See IRAN, Page 9A 


“There’s not any way to fix this,” Fayetteville Evergreen Cemetery Association President Marilyn Heif- 
ner said of the deteriorating obelisk marking Archibald Yell’s final resting place. 


